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It’s a win-win-win thanks to the 
readers of Shares magazine
For over 25 years we’ve worked hard to offer an excellent trading experience. 

We’d like to thank the readers of Shares magazine for recognising this 

and voting us winners of three awards this year.

• Financial Services Provider of the Year

• Best CFD Provider

• Best Mobile/Tablet Trading Application

We’re especially delighted to have been awarded Financial  

Services Provider of the Year for the third year in a row.

Switch today at cmcmarkets.co.uk

Spread betting  |  CFDs  |  FX

Trading using leverage can result in losses that exceed your deposits
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FINANCCCIAAL SSERRVVICEES PPROOVIDDDERR OFF THHE YYEAAAR
CMC MARKETS

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE
WINNER: The Share Centre
Also nominated
Alliance Trust Savings
Barclays Stockbrokers
CMC Markets
Equiniti Shareview Dealing
FxPro

BEST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
WINNER: LCG
Also nominated
Beaufort Securities
FxPro
Hargreaves Lansdown
IG
St. James's Place Wealth Management

BEST INVESTOR EDUCATION
WINNER: IG
Also nominated
City Index
CMC Markets
Equiniti Shareview Dealing
Hargreaves Lansdown
LCG

BEST INVESTMENT SOFTWARE 
PROGRAM
WINNER: SHARESCOPE / SHAREPAD
Also nominated
eSignal
Stockopedia
Updata
VectorVest

BEST SHARE REGISTRAR
WINNER: EQUINITI
Also nominated
Capita Asset Services
Computershare
Neville Registrars
Share Registrars

BEST RETAIL INVESTOR 
SERVICES
WINNER: SANTANDER 
SHAREHOLDER RELATIONS
Also nominated
Alliance Trust PLC
Hargreaves Lansdown PLC
Marks & Spencer Group PLC
Marstons PLC

BEST AIM COMPANY 
ACHIEVEMENT
WINNER: VICTORIA PLC
Also nominated
AFC Energy PLC
Amino Technologies PLC
Powerfl ute PLC
Tracsis PLC

BEST IPO/FUNDRAISING
WINNER: AUTO TRADER GROUP PLC
Also nominated
Aldermore Group PLC
BCA Marketplace PLC
Motif Bio PLC
ReNeuron Group PLC

BEST MAIN MARKET COMPANY 
ACHIEVEMENT
WINNER:  FDM GROUP (HOLDINGS) 
PLC
Also nominated
MoneySuperMarket Group PLC
OneSavings Bank PLC
Redrow PLC
The Rank Group PLC

BEST CROWDFUNDING 
PLATFORM
WINNER: CROWDCUBE
Also nominated
Abundance Investment
Crowdstacker
Seedrs
SyndicateRoom
VentureFounders

BEST PEER TO PEER LENDING 
PLATFORM
WINNER: WELLESLEY & CO
Also nominated
Funding Circle
Landbay
LendInvest
RateSetter
Zopa

BEST ISA PROVIDER
WINNER: INTERACTIVE INVESTOR
Also nominated
Alliance Trust Savings
Hargreaves Lansdown
iWeb Share Dealing
rplan
Selftrade
The Share Centre

BEST SIPP PROVIDER
WINNER: ALLIANCE TRUST SAVINGS
Also nominated
Bestinvest
Hargreaves Lansdown
Killik & Co
Selftrade
Standard Life SIPP
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BEST INVESTMENT TRUST
WINNER: ABERDEEN JAPAN 
INVESTMENT TRUST PLC
Also nominated
Finsbury Growth & Income Trust PLC
Henderson Smaller Companies 
Investment Tust PLC
Miton UK MicroCap Trust PLC
Strategic Equity Capital PLC
Witan Investment Trust PLC
Woodford Patient Capital Trust PLC

BEST FUND PLATFORM
WINNER: FIDELITY.CO.UK
Also nominated
Alliance Trust Savings
Cofunds
Halifax Share Dealing
Hargreaves Lansdown
Nutmeg

BEST FUND MANAGER
WINNER: SCHRODERS
Also nominated
AXA Investment Managers
BlackRock
Fidelity Worldwide Investment
Jupiter Asset Management
Liontrust
Neptune Investment Management

BEST WEALTH MANAGER
WINNER: CANACCORD GENUITY 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Also nominated
Barclays Wealth and Investment 
Management
Brewin Dolphin
Investec Wealth & Investment
Killik & Co
St. James's Place Wealth Management

BEST STRUCTURED PRODUCTS/
WARRANTS
WINNER: SOCIETE GENERALE 
EXCHANGE TRADED PRODUCTS
Also nominated
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Investec Structured Products
Reyker

BEST EXCHANGE TRADED 
PRODUCTS PROVIDER
WINNER: ETF SECURITIES (UK)
Also nominated
Boost ETP, A Wisdom Tree Company
Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management
iShares
Lyxor ETF

BEST EQUITY DERIVATIVES 
ADVISER
WINNER: GALVAN RESEARCH AND 
TRADING
Also nominated
Central Markets
Collins Sari Statham
JNF Capital
SVS Securities
Thames Capital Markets

BEST CFD PROVIDER
WINNER: CMC MARKETS
Also nominated
Barclays CFDs
City Index
IG
LCG
Saxo Capital Markets

BEST FX BROKER
WINNER: FXPRO
Also nominated
ADS Securities London
eToro
FOREX.com
FXCM
GKFX

BEST SPREAD BETTING 
SERVICE
WINNER: CITY INDEX
Also nominated
CMC Markets
ETX Captial
IG
LCG
Spread Co
Spreadex

BEST ONLINE TRADING 
PLATFORM
WINNER: IG
Also nominated
City Index
CMC Markets
Interactive Investor
LCG
TD Direct Investing
True Potential Investor

BEST MOBILE/TABLET TRADING 
APPLICATION
WINNER: CMC MARKETS
Also nominated
City Index
ETX Capital
FxPro
IG
SaxoTraderGO
TD Direct Investing

BEST INTERNATIONAL SHARE-
DEALING SERVICE
WINNER: HALIFAX SHARE DEALING
Also nominated
Charles Schwab
Hargreaves Lansdown
Interactive Investor
TD Direct Investing

BEST ADVISORY STOCKBROKER
WINNER: BEAUFORT SECURITIES
Also nominated
Brewin Dolphin
Hargreave Hale
Killik & Co
Redmayne-Bentley
Shard Capital Stockbrokers

BEST EXECUTION-ONLY 
BROKER
WINNER: BARCLAYS STOCKBROKERS
Also nominated
Alliance Trust Savings
Halifax Share Dealing
Hargreaves Lansdown
Interactive Investor
Selftrade
TD Direct Investing 
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COONNTEENTTSSS

 We are pleased to reveal the winners of 

the 2015 Shares Awards in this special 

publication celebrating the nation’s 

favourite fi nancial services providers and 

listed companies.

The prizes were announced at a gala event on 12 

November in London where the cream of the fi nance 

industry gathered to fi nd out if they had been victorious.

The awards were voted by readers of Shares and the 

general public, making it truly representative of the people 

who invest in the stock market and trade currencies and 

other asset classes. We also added new categories to cover 

the increasingly popular areas of crowdfunding and peer-

to-peer lending.

CMC Markets grabbed the top prize of the night, 

Financial Services Provider of the Year. Each year we give 

this award to the company that received the most votes in 

total across all the award categories.

Thank you to everyone who voted. We would also like to 

thank our generous sponsors for their support of the event.

COONNNGGRRAAATUULLLAATIIIOONSSS TOO 
THHEE  WWIINNNNERRRSS
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FINAANCCIAL SERRVVICCES PPROOOVIDDER OOOF TTHE YYEAAR
CMC Markets

he winner is selected from all of the 

companies which have been nominated 

for awards – based on the level of readers’ 

votes they received across all the relevant 

categories.

It can take years to build a reputation. This year's 
winner of Financial Services Provider Of The Year CMC 
Markets is no exception. It is the third successive year 

the group has claimed this award.

Peter Cruddas, CMC Markets’ chief executive, 

explains that it has taken almost three decades of hard 

work to achieve this feat.

‘For over 25 years we have worked hard to offer an 

excellent trading experience and it is wonderful to be 

recognised for this,’ Cruddas says.

CMC allows traders to spread bet almost 10,000 

markets as well as access contracts for difference and 

forex. Since it was launched in 1989 the company has 

broadened its presence across Asia, Australia, New 

Zealand, Europe and Canada.

Daniel Coatsworth (left) of 
Shares presents Grant Foley
(centre) from CMC Markets the 
award with host for the night 
Giles Brandreth (right)
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BEST EXXEECUUTIOONN-OONLLY BRROKKER
Barclays Stockbrokers

xecution-only stockbrokers off er 

DIY investors the ability to invest in 

stocks, funds, investment trusts and 

exchange-traded funds themselves 

without any input from a fi nancial adviser. 

The market is extremely competitive, with 

platforms trying to undercut each other on 

price or outdo others with superior customer 

service.

Rupert Dickinson, managing director 

and head of Barclays Stockbrokers, puts the 

platform’s win of the Best Execution-Only 

Broker award down to its focus on providing 

‘a fi rst class customer experience and service 

both online and over the phone, and using 

our expertise in deal execution to ensure our 

customers receive the best price possible’.

Barclays Stockbrokers’ clients have benefi ted 

from the reduction in charges the platform 

implemented in 2014 and the higher interest 

rates on cash balances in ISAs and SIPPs it 

brought in this year, helping them earn more 

interest when they are out of the market.

Barclays Stockbrokers off ers investors 

a range of helpful guides to assist them in 

choosing the right investments.

ALSO 
NOMINATED
Alliance Trust 

Savings

Halifax Share 
Dealing

Hargreaves 
Lansdown

Interactive Investor

Selftrade

TD Direct Investing

Marcus Reilly (left) of Shares 
presents Rupert Dickinson 
(centre) from Barclays 
Stockbrokers the award



Our share in the awards  
is all thanks to you

Barclays offers wealth and investment management products and services to its clients through Barclays Bank PLC and its subsidiary companies. Barclays Stockbrokers 

is a trading name of Barclays Bank PLC (Registered No. 1026167 Registered VAT No. 243 8522 62) which is a member of the London Stock Exchange and ISDX.  

Barclays Bank PLC is registered in England and authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential 

Regulation Authority. The registered address is 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP. *Calls to 0800 numbers are free if made from a UK landline. Calls to 0141 numbers 

may vary – please check with your telecoms provider. Calls may be recorded so that we can monitor the quality of our service and for security purposes. Our opening 

hours are 7.30am to 7pm Monday to Thursday, 7.30am to 6pm on Friday (excluding bank holidays) and 9.30am to 12.30pm on Saturday.

Barclays Stockbrokers was voted the UK’s Best Execution-Only Broker  

in the 2015 Shares Awards. So thank you for voting.

This year, 91% of deals between January and October got a better price 

than the LSE with the Barclays Stockbrokers Price Improver®.  It delivers 

the best price from our selected group of Retail Service Providers (RSPs). 

That’s award-winning performance. Investments can fall in value as well 

as rise. You may get back less than you invested.

Our UK-based customer service team are here to offer help and 
support. Talk to us on 0800 279 6551* or 0141 352 3909* or visit 
barclaysstockbrokers.co.uk
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BEST EQQQUITTY DDERRIVATTIVESS ADDVISSSER
Galvan Research and Trading

t was another win for Galvan in the Best 

Equity Derivatives Adviser category. The 

CFD specialist off ers traders instant access 

to a veritable plethora of fi nancial markets 

around the globe, including prices on stocks, 

sectors indices, currencies and interest rates.

We asked Galvan's head of business 

development Daniel Sleeman what he thinks 

clients desire when seeking a service provider 

in this area: 'Reputation is important. We’ve 

been around for 11 years now, so we’re one of 

the more established names in the CFD space. We also 

remain a focused company, we don’t try and 

be all things to everyone.'

Looking to the future, Sleeman outlines 

Galvan's ambitions. 'We want to expand our 

off ering to other fi nancial markets and time 

zones. There is demand for advice in areas like 

US tech stocks and some of the more liquid 

commodities like gold and oil. This seems 

like a natural extension of what we currently 

off er as our in-house analysts already follow 

these markets, so we may as well open up our 

insights to clients.'

ALSO 
NOMINATED
Central Markets

Collins Sarri Statham

JNF Capital

SVS Securities

Thames Capital 
Markets

Richard Donegan (left) of Selftrade 
presents the award to Daniel 
Sleeman (second from right) from 
Galvan Research and Trading



A picture is worth a thousand words

CFDs may not be suitable for all investors as they carry a high degree of risk and you can lose more than 
your initial deposit. You should ensure you understand all of the risks.

Specialist CFD Advisors
www.galvan.co.uk

01872 26 26 22
 

2015
WINNER

Best Equity 
Derivatives Adviser

GALVAN
RESEARCH AND TRADING

CELEBRATING

2004 - 2014
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BEST FUUNDD  PLAATTFOORMM
Fidelity.co.uk

he fund platform market is an 

extremely competitive space with 

providers seeking to off er the best 

possible service at a price which is 

aff ordable for consumers.

Fidelity.co.uk, voted Best Fund Platform 

at the Shares Awards, lets customers choose 

from over 2,000 funds from more than 100 

providers. If you’re not confi dent doing your 

own fund research you can opt for one of its 

HeadStart risk or theme-based equity and 

bond portfolios or use its PathFinder tool, 

which off ers risk-based multi-asset funds.

Jonathan Hewitt, head of Fidelity Personal 

Investing, says over the past year Fidelity 

has updated and improved its customer 

experience, assisted retirees with the new 

pension freedom and launched a new edition 

of its iPad app.

‘We have an exciting year ahead with a series 

of new developments taking place which will 

make the platform even better, so we look 

forward to continuing to build on the service 

that we provide our customers,’ he says.

ALSO 
NOMINATED
Alliance Trust 

Savings

Cofunds

Halifax Share 
Dealing

Hargreaves 
Lansdown

Nutmeg

Grant Foley from CMC Markets (left) 
presents Matthew Hogan (centre) 
from Fidelity.co.uk the award



Issued by FIL Investments International, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Fidelity, Fidelity International, the Fidelity International logo and F symbol are trademarks of FIL Limited.
UKM0915/6975/CSO7521/1215a3

web: fidelity.co.uk/cashback
call: 0800 358 7721

Earn between
£100 and
£1,500
CASHBACK

When you have different pensions with different providers,
keeping on top of it all can be tricky. But transfer them into
a Fidelity Self-Invested Personal Pension (SIPP) and life
could be a lot easier.

As well as Fidelity’s wide range of funds,
you have access to investments from over
100 of the UK’s leading fund managers
through our award-winning online
platform. And with news and views from
our experts, plus a number of useful

online guidance tools, you’ll find it easier to keep your
investments in line with your retirement goals.

Starting your pension transfer is easy and you could earn
between £100 and £1,500 cashback if you do it before 18
December 2015. We’ll also pay up to £500 in exit fees if
these are imposed by your current pension providers.
Please make sure you read the terms and conditions of
these offers on our website before deciding.

So get your pensions working together – go online or
call our UK-based pensions team now.

Please note that the value of investments can go down as
well as up, and you may not get back the amount you
originally invested. Eligibility to invest in a SIPP depends on
personal circumstances and all tax rules may change. You
cannot withdraw your pension until age 55. Pension transfers
can be complex and some types of pension are not eligible.
Please read our SIPP transfer factsheet and if you are in
any doubt, we suggest you seek advice from an authorised
financial adviser. If you transfer investments that are not
available through Fidelity, they will be sold and moved to
us as cash. This means you will be out of the market until
you choose a new investment.

Fidelity cashback offer – how much you could get:

Amount to transfer Cashback

£50,000 to £99,999 £100

£100,000 to £199,999 £250

£200,000 to £299,999 £500

£300,000 to £499,999 £1,000

£500,000 or more £1,500

Get your pensions
working together
and make them
easier to manage.
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BEST CUUSTOOMEERR SSERVVICEE
The Share Centre

ccess to a wide selection of asset 

classes, a platform's ease of 

use and cost are fundamental 

considerations when selecting a 

broker, but customer service is an increasingly 

vital part of the proposition for many 

investors. This is an area about which Shares 

is passionate, and so too clearly is The Share 

Centre, the winner of the 2015 Shares Award 

for Best Customer Service.

'I am particularly delighted that The 

Share Centre has won the award for Best Stockbroker 

for Customer Service at the Shares Awards,' says Richard 

Stone, chief executive.

'This award is the latest high profi le recognition 

for the high-quality service we provide to 

investors and it is all the more important 

to us as it has been voted for by readers of 

Shares.

'Throughout our business we focus on 

putting customers fi rst to deliver the quality 

of service and value for money our customers 

expect. Many fi rms promise good service, few 

consistently deliver.

'This award, alongside others we have won 

this year, is testimony to our sincere delivery 

of that promise,' Stone continues. 'I would like to extend 

thanks to all of the team at The Share Centre for their 

dedication and commitment to our customers, which 

makes this a reality.'

ALSO 
NOMINATED
Alliance Trust 

Savings

Barclays
Stockbrokers

CMC Markets

Equiniti Shareview 
Dealing

FXPro

Richard Stone (centre) from The Share 
Centre collects the award from Adam 
Seale of Interactive Investor (left)
 



Our award-winning customer service team are always bringing home the silverware. 
With recent wins for best customer service at both the Shares Awards and Online 
Personal Wealth Awards, you know you’ll receive nothing less than champion support.

Please remember that if your investments fall in value, you could lose money.

The Share Centre Limited is a member of  
the London Stock Exchange and is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct  Authority under reference 146768

share.com/supporters

1st DEAL FREE

terms & conditions apply

top of our league
The Share Centre,
we’re

and
we’re

2015
WINNER

Best Customer Service
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BEST FXX BRROKERR
FxPro

or the third year running, FxPro 

has won the Best FX Broker title at 

the Shares Awards. Against a large 

number of well-known peers FxPro 

came out on top following another year 

of hard work, with the express aim of 

making a better trading environment 

for customers.

FxPro's ability to respond to the demands 

of clients has been a key component of the 

broker's success. 'We responded to client demand in 

several ways this year with the two most signifi cant 

ones being the launch of the MT5 platform 

to compliment MT4 and cTrader and the 

introduction of a wider product off ering with 

the addition of more global shares, indices 

and energy markets,' says Charalambos 

Psimolophitis, CEO at FxPro.

Psimolophitis insists that FxPro's 

main focus in the year ahead 'is on the 

transparency side where we want to see 

other fi rms follow our lead by publishing 

meaningful trade statistics such as slippage and re-quote 

fi gures in a timely manner.'

ALSO 
NOMINATED
ADS Securities 

London

eToro

FOREX.com

FXCM

GKFX

Pilar Vega de Seoane from 
Santander Shareholder Relations 
presents Simon Smith (centre) 
from FxPro the award





18
DECEMBER 2015

BEST ADDDVISSORRY SSTTOCKBRRROKER
Beaufort Securities

efusing to relinquish its crown in a 

fi ercely competitive category was 

private client investment house 

Beaufort Securities, whose expertise 

in areas spanning traditional broking, online 

share dealing, discretionary fund management, 

corporate fi nance and company research remain 

highly-prized by clients and readers alike.

Chief executive Tanvier Malik comments: 

'Everyone at Beaufort is delighted we’ve been 

awarded the title of Best Advisory Stockbroker at the 

Shares Awards for the second consecutive year. We’d like 

to say a really big thank you to all our loyal clients who 

took the time to vote for us.'

Malik also explains that 'during 2015 our 

established broking teams in London and 

Bristol have been joined by two new regional 

operations in Colwyn Bay, North Wales and 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Our award-winning 

team of skilled and highly experienced 

professionals deliver investment strategies 

best suited to achieving our clients’ 

investment objectives. We operate in a 

friendly, transparent and cost eff ective manner focused 

on achieving results and this latest accolade is testament 

to what we’re trying to achieve.'

ALSO 
NOMINATED
Brewin Dolphin

Hargreave Hale

Killik & Co

Redmayne-Bentley

Shard Capital 
Stockbrokers

Elaine Maddison from Alliance Trust 
Savings (left) hands the award to 
Basil Petrides of Beaufort Securities 
(second from left)
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BEST REETTAIIL INNVESSTORR SEEERVIICESSS
Santander Shareholder Relations

BEST SHHAARE REEGGISSTRAAR
Equiniti

panish bank Santander has 3.2 

million retail shareholders worldwide 

and it off ers an engagement 

programme to them in the eight 

countries where the shareholder relations 

offi  ces are based, including the UK.

Santander hosts 50 fi nancial roadshows 

in the UK each year for new and existing 

shareholders, who can speak to staff  to get 

answers to their questions and receive up-to-

date information about the group’s results. This fosters 

a personal relationship between the company and its 

shareholders.

Shareholders are also invited to Santander’s 

annual charity golf tournament, which includes four 

regional tournaments and a final event. There are 

exclusive competitions and offers through the ‘I am a 

Shareholder’ website.

Pilar Vega de Seoane, director of Santander shareholder 

relations in the UK, says receiving the 

Best Retail Investor Services award refl ects 

Santander’s attention to shareholders over 

the last 10 years.

‘We have consistently valued our individual 

shareholders worldwide through building 

personal relationships with them via a range 

of diff erent channels and providing clear and 

transparent fi nancial information,’ she says.

uch like a good referee of a 

sporting contest, the best share 

registrar will remain in the 

background carrying out its 

operations effi  ciently and without fuss. 

Still, Shares readers are able to discern good 

performance in this critical function and, for 

the fourth year in a row, Equiniti has come 

out on top.

Providing registration services for almost half the 

FTSE 100, Equiniti itself listed on the London Stock 

Exchange in October.

Stuart Ellen, managing director of registration services, 

says: 'We are delighted to have won this award and to 

have our service quality recognised by investors and the 

shareholders of our corporate clients.

'At Equiniti we work hard, both internally and in 

partnership with our clients, to continuously 

improve the levels of service we provide and 

to receive this award for a fourth successive 

year is a fantastic achievement and is a great 

recognition of our commitment to service 

excellence.’

ALSO 
NOMINATED

Alliance Trust PLC

Hargreaves 
Lansdown PLC

Marks & Spencer 
Group PLC

Marstons PLC

ALSO 
NOMINATED
Capita Asset 

Services

Computershare

Neville Registrars

Share Registrars

Galvan Research and Trading's Daniel Sleeman (left) presents the 
award to Santander Shareholder Relations' Pilar Vega de Seoane

Galvan Research and Trading's Daniel Sleeman (left) presents the 
award to Equiniti's Stuart Ellen (centre)
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BEST EXXCCHAANGGEE-TTRADDEDD PROODUUUCT PROOVVIDDER
ETF Securities (UK)

BEST USSEE OOF SOCCIAAL MMEDDDIA
LCG

he growing demand for passive 

funds means it has been a year of 

opportunity for providers in the 

exchange-traded product (ETP) space.

ETF Securities, voted Best Exchange-

Traded Product Provider at the Shares Awards, 

launched 21 new ETPs over the past 12 months 

across seven stock exchanges. Its product 

range now encompasses commodities, foreign 

exchange, equity and fixed-income ETPs.

Smart beta ETPs – a hybrid between traditional 

index-tracking ETFs and actively-managed funds – are 

becoming more popular. These products passively track 

an index but the methodology behind the index is active.

ETF Securities launched its first range of 

fundamentally-weighted smart beta fixed income ETPs 

this year. The approach assesses fundamental factors for 

government and corporate issuers, such as gross domestic 

product, political stability and indebtedness.

‘The new suite of ETFs can be used by both 

retail and institutional investors as simple, 

effective and low-cost portfolio building 

blocks, providing a core allocation to fixed 

income,’ says Liz Wright, director – UK 

intermediary distribution at ETF Securities.

CG's win in the Best Use 

of Social Media category 

was well deserved. With 

social media increasingly 

being seen as the optimum way 

for traders to stay abreast of fast-

moving market developments, 

competition in this category 

was intense and LCG saw off 

challenges from the likes of 

FxPro, Hargreaves Lansdown  

and IG.

LCG's Brenda Kelly is at the forefront of the group's 

media strategy and tells Shares that 'LCG is delighted to 

have won the Shares Award for Best Use of Social Media.'

Furthermore she recognises the importance for 

investors and traders of immediacy in accessing 

information. 'Twitter, in particular, is an excellent source 

for breaking news and any provision of trading ideas 

is considered invaluable to an active trader these days. 

It’s certainly a two way street but we are naturally very 

pleased to be able offer any useful observations that can 

help traders to chart a course through choppy waters.'

ALSO  
NOMINATED
Boost ETP, A  
Wisdom Tree  

Company

Deutsche Asset & 
Wealth Management

iShares

Lyxor ETF

ALSO  
NOMINATED

Beaufort Securities

FxPro

Hargreaves 
Lansdown

IG

St. James's Place 
Wealth Management

Richard Donegan of Selftrade (left) presents the award to Liz 
Wright from ETF Securities (UK)

Adam Seale (left) of Interactive Investor presents the award to 
Brenda Kelly from LCG



22
DECEMBER 2015

CCEEELLLEEEBBRRRAAATTIIOOONNN 
TTIMMMEEE
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BEST INNVVESSTORR EEDDUCAATIOOON
IG

nvestors considering their fi rst steps into 

spread betting or trading contracts for 

diff erence (CFDs) should get to grips with 

the eff ects of leverage and start off  with a 

demo account, according to IG, winners of this 

year’s  Best Investor Education  award.

‘The most sensible way is to spend time 

reading the websites of providers and getting 

to grips with the concept of leverage, especially 

the idea of big swings in profi ts and losses 

that catch many people out,’ says marketing 

manager Chris Alfred.

‘A demo account is also very useful; while it doesn't use 

real money, it helps to clarify margin and the use of stops 

and limits. An awareness of risk management, 

including knowing how much to risk on one 

trade, is also an important fi rst step.

‘Above all, new traders need to remember 

that it is a marathon and not a sprint,' he adds.

‘Those who try to run before they can walk, 

or who disregard essentials such as stop 

losses and good risk management, will fi nd 

themselves making a run of poor decisions.

‘The transition from a demo account to 

real money is also one that takes time to 

master, and learning how to control emotions, when 

trades are going against you and when they move into 

profi t, is essential.'

ALSO 
NOMINATED

City Index

CMC Markets

Equiniti Shareview 
Dealing

Hargreaves 
Lansdown

LCG

Adam Seale (left) of Interactive 
Investor presents the award to IG



IG.com

All trading involves risk, and losses can exceed your deposits

* 

INDICES  |  SHARES  |  FOREX  |  COMMODITIES  |  BINARIES

THERE’S PLACING A TRADE

AND THERE’S TRADING 
WITH THE NO.1*

Get fast execution on every device including Apple Watch, 
plus price improvement technology for the best possible deal.

For more than just a trading platform, sign up today at IG.com
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BEST ONNNLINNE TTRAADDINGG PLLLATFFORMMM 
IG

ig steps in IG's product off ering saw it 

scoop this year’s Best Online Trading 

Platform award.

A new stockbroking platform 

which builds on IG’s sophisticated trading 

engine has attracted around 5,500 customers 

since launch at the end of 2014.

‘We see this as a good start in the fi rst year 

of off ering this service to the public,’ says 

marketing manager Chris Alfred.

‘The key reason our platform has been 

popular is that we are taking on the basic 

and opaque off erings of current stockbroking trading 

platforms.

'By using our existing world class technology 

from 40 years of leveraged trading we are 

able to provide investors with a platform that 

has real-time transparent pricing sourced 

from multiple venues and easy access to key 

international stock markets.'

IG’s collateral service has also proved 

popular with clients. It allows customers to 

use the value of the shares they hold in their 

stockbroking account as collateral instead of 

cash to cover their trading on contracts for 

diff erence (CFDs) and spread betting.

ALSO 
NOMINATED

City Index

CMC Markets

Interactive Investor

LCG

TD Direct Investing

True Potential 
Investor

Pilar Vega de Seoane
of Santander Shareholder 
Relations presents the award 
to IG



IG.com

INDICES  |  SHARES  |  FOREX  |  COMMODITIES  |  BINARIES

All trading involves risk, and losses can exceed your deposits

THERE’S FOLLOWING MARKET TRENDS

AND THERE’S GETTING 
AHEAD OF THE CURVE
Plan your next trade with price, technical indicator and market 
movement alerts – plus streaming charts as standard and 
automated strategies with MetaTrader 4.

For more than just a trading platform, sign up today at IG.com
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BEST INNVVESSTMENNTT TRUUST
Aberdeen Japan Investment Trust PLC

n the hard fought Best Investment Trust 

category, emerging victorious was the 

Aberdeen Japan Investment Trust, which 

seeks to achieve long-term capital growth 

by investing in Japanese companies with 

above-average growth prospects.

With £92 million of assets under 

management at last count, the trust has 

grown its share price and net asset value 

by a benchmark-beating 61.5% and 42.1% 

respectively on a fi ve year view, according to 

the latest fact sheet.

'We are delighted that the Aberdeen Japan 

Investment Trust was named Best Investment 

Trust at the Shares Awards,' says manager 

Kwok Chern-Yeh.

'It is a refl ection of our team approach and 

our disciplined investment process which 

focuses on fundamental bottom-up research.

'Japan is a unique market and investors 

face many challenges from sluggish growth, 

an ageing population through to corporate 

governance failings. But the country is home 

to some fi rst class companies if investors are 

willing to do their homework.

'I am pleased that Aberdeen's approach to 

fi nding investment opportunities in Japan has 

been recognised.'

ALSO 
NOMINATED

Finsbury Growth & 
Income Trust PLC

Henderson Smaller 
Companies 

Investment Trust 
PLC

Miton UK MicroCap 
Trust PLC

Strategic Equity 
Capital PLC

Witan Investment 
Trust PLC

Woodford Patient 
Capital Trust PLCGrant Foley from CMC Markets 

(left) presents the award to Andrew 
Leigh (centre) of Aberdeen Japan 
Investment Trust PLC



Issued by Aberdeen Asset Managers Limited, 10 Queen’s Terrace, Aberdeen AB10 1YG, which is authorised and  

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in the UK. Telephone calls may be recorded. aberdeen-asset.co.uk 121022054

We strive  
to explore 
further.
Aberdeen Investment Trusts 
ISA and Share Plan
At Aberdeen, we believe there’s no substitute for  

getting to know your investments face-to-face. That’s 

why we make it our goal to visit companies – wherever  

they are – before we invest in their shares and while we 

hold them.

With a wide range of investment companies investing 

around the world – that’s an awfully big commitment.  

But it’s just one of the ways we aim to seek out the  

best investment opportunities on your behalf.

Please remember, the value of shares and the income 

from them can go down as well as up and you may get 

back less than the amount invested. No recommendation 

is made, positive or otherwise, regarding the ISA and 

Share Plan.

The value of tax benefits depends on individual 

circumstances and the favourable tax treatment for  

ISAs may not be maintained. We recommend you seek 

financial advice prior to making an investment decision. 

Request a brochure: 0500 00 40 00 
invtrusts.co.uk
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BEST SIPPPP PPROOVIDEER
Alliance Trust Savings

uring a period of signifi cant change in 

the rules surrounding UK pensions, 

product providers have had to adapt 

their systems to cope with a number 

of diff erent developments. The winner in this 

category deserves particular praise for keeping 

customers on side through this process and 

Alliance Trust Savings came out on top.

Patrick Mill, CEO, Alliance Trust Savings 

says: ‘I am delighted that Alliance Trust 

Savings has won Best SIPP Provider. These awards are 

particularly important because they are 

determined by readers of Shares, many of 

whom are our customers.

'The team here at ATS has worked really 

hard this year to make sure our high levels of 

service have been maintained during a period 

where there has been a lot of industry change.

'Customer feedback is so important to us 

and I couldn't be more pleased that the team's 

hard work has been recognised by Shares for 

this award.’

ALSO 
NOMINATED

Bestinvest

Hargreaves 
Lansdown

Killik & Co

Selftrade

Standard Life SIPP

Grant Foley from CMC Markets 
(left) presents the award to Patrick 
Mill (centre) of Alliance Trust 
Savings



At Alliance Trust Savings we won’t charge you more money just because you invest more money. So instead 
of a percentage, we charge a simple flat account fee that stays the same whatever the value of your portfolio. 

With over 25 years in investment administration we offer award-winning service, access to a wealth of 
research, and a highly experienced, professional approach. Plus, of course, you’ll have a broad choice of 
investments through our SIPPs, ISAs and Investment Dealing Accounts.

Please remember the value of your investments can go down as well as up, and you may get back less than 
you originally invested. Other charges may apply and are available in full on our website - these may be 
subject to change in the future.

Calls may be recorded for training and security purposes.
Alliance Trust Savings Limited is a subsidiary of Alliance Trust PLC and is registered in Scotland No. SC 98767, registered office, PO Box 164, 8 West Marketgait, 
Dundee DD1 9YP; is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority, 
firm reference number 116115. Alliance Trust Savings gives no financial or investment advice.

Simple transparent fees  
let you concentrate on  
more important things

An intelligent way to invest

Find out more about us
www.alliancetrustsavings.co.uk/why-ats 
0800 028 3755
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BEST INNVVESSTMENNTT SOFFTWWWARE PRRROGGRAMM
ShareScope / SharePad

he award for Best Investment 

Software Program award goes to 

ShareScope. The UK stock data 

and analysis company has won this 

category for the past 14 years, proving its 

long-lasting appeal with retail investors.

The company works to constantly improve 

its products that allow investors to take 

control of their retirement income or savings as well as 

make more informed investment decisions.

It has a suite of products that includes the new web-

based system SharePad which allows users to 

search for stocks ranked by a certain criteria, 

such as dividend yield or forecast profi ts.

‘The past year we have launched our new 

online service SharePad – which has proved 

popular with new and existing subscribers 

– and Phil Oakley’s great stock analysis 

tutorials,’ says general manager Tim Clarke. 

‘We continue to focus on adding value for our customers 

and making investment more accessible.’

ALSO 
NOMINATED

eSignal

Stockopedia

Updata

VectorVest

Galvan Research 
and Trading's Daniel 
Sleeman  (left) 
presents the award to 
Martin Stamp (centre) 
of ShareScope / 
SharePad



Best Investment Data Provider
ShareScope

Investment and 
Wealth Management 
Awards 2014
Winner 2015

WINNER
Best Investment 

Software Program

BEST INVESTMENT
SOFTWARE PROVIDER

If you’ve wondered why investors pay for services like SharePad 

when there is so much free data available, now is the perfect time  

to find out.

These are professional-quality investment tools. In-depth research 

in minutes not hours. Portfolio management tools which take 

much of the worry out of investing. You don’t get this for free. That 

said, customers frequently tell us that the improvement in their 

performance pays for the subscription many times over.

Take advantage of a 3 month trial for just £20 and discover a 

low-risk investment with potentially massive returns.

SharePad is the web-based  
service from ShareScope

Open the door to successful investing

Perfect for tablets, Macs & PCs

Fast, effective analysis

Shares, funds, ITs, ETFs & bonds

Powerful screening

Superb portfolio management

Broker ratings, news & alarms

SharePad

Sign up at www.sharescope.co.uk/sh
Or call 0800 052 1515
 
You will only pay £20 up front and will pay nothing in months two and three. If you 
cancel in the first month we will refund your £20. You are NEVER committed for more 
than one month and can cancel at any time. Offer available for a limited time only.
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BEST PEEEER--TO--PEEEER LEENDDDINGG PLAAATFOORMM
Wellesley & Co.

lternative lender Wellesley’s 

quest to ‘get Britain building 

again’ helped it claim the top 

prize in the Best Peer-to-Peer 

Lending Platform category.

Wellesley raises money from investors – 

starting from as little as £10 – and invests its own 

funds alongside them to make loans secured by 

property and other assets to small businesses.

It has lent a total of £279 million and has 

delivered yields as high as 6.3% a year.

‘The opportunity for investors is to gain 

a higher average rate of return through an 

innovative investment alternative,’ says 

Wellesley’s Georgina Courtney.

‘With Wellesley, we give our investors the 

opportunity to invest in asset-backed property 

loans that we have funded fi rst to simply help 

get Britain building again.

‘We advise investors to seek professional 

advice if they are unsure about our model and 

Peer-to-Peer lending before investing.’

ALSO 
NOMINATED
Funding Circle

Landbay

LendInvest

RateSetter

Zopa

Duncan Ter Morshuizen from 
City Index (left) presents the 
award to Graham Wellesley 
(right) from Wellesley & Co 



Wellesley & Co is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority (registration number 655503) and has its registered offi ce at 
St Albans House, 57/59 Haymarket, London SW1Y 4QX.

Losing interest in your savings?
Do something interesting with your money. 
If you’re struggling to get a decent return on your investments, try The Wellesley Way.

Wellesley is an independent British business. We’re not a bank and we don’t do savings 

accounts, but we do offer attractive interest rates.

First, we combine your money with funds from other investors. Then we lend that money, 

along with our own, to borrowers we trust – individuals and businesses investing in property 

– and we use the interest paid by them to pay competitive rates to you.

No customer has ever lost a penny investing in Wellesley. It’s expertise you can trust.

Earn up to 

6.32%
 

per annum
Your capital is at risk and interest payments 
are not guaranteed if the borrower defaults. 
Your funds are not covered by the Financial 
Services Compensation Scheme.

Discover The Wellesley Way at wellesley.co.uk 

or call us free on 0800 888 6001.

2015
WINNER
Best Peer to Peer 
Lending Platform
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BEST MOOOBILLE/TTAABLET TRAAADINNG AAAPPLLICAATTIOON
CMC Markets

BEST INNTTERRNAATTIOONNAL SHAAAREE-DEAAALINNG SSEERVVICEE
Halifax Share Dealing

martphones and tablet computers 

have revolutionised the way in which 

people trade. They no longer have to 

wait until they are at their desk before 

looking at the markets and are now able to buy 

and sell a range of securities on the move.

Brokers need a mobile application that 

traders can download and the quality of 

that app could be signifi cant in winning and 

retaining new business.

‘We have invested signifi cant time and money in 

ensuring our next generation mobile apps hit the mark 

with our client base,’ says Ryan O’Doherty, CMC Markets’ 

head of product development.

‘Our native apps are custom-built and off er advanced 

functionality across Apple and Android devices, providing 

our clients with an exceptional trading experience 

however they choose to trade,’ he adds.

‘We have seen trading via mobile/tablet 

devices rapidly increasing amongst our client 

base, and our best-in-class mobile and tablet 

apps prove that we are truly committed to not 

only meeting clients’ evolving expectations, 

but exceeding them.’

nvesting in UK shares is as popular as ever 

yet an increasing number of investors 

are looking beyond our own shores in the 

search for opportunities.

Whether it's access to large mature 

markets, such as the New York Stock 

Exchange or Nasdaq in the US, or the cut and 

thrust of exciting emerging markets in Asia, 

Latin America or Africa, the ability of a share 

dealing platform to open the right doors for investors 

brings its own rewards.

Halifax Share Dealing has long since recognised that 

point and are the richly deserved winners of this year's 

Best International Share-Dealing Service gong at the 

Shares Awards.

'The Halifax Share Dealing team and I are thrilled 

to receive the award for Best International Share-

Dealing Service at the Shares Awards,' says Sean Quinn, 

managing director.

'I’m especially proud of how we help our 

customers trade across international markets 

and to win this award in recognition of our 

service caps-off  a strong year for our business,' 

adds Quinn. 

ALSO 
NOMINATED

City Index

ETX Capital

FxPro

IG

SaxoTraderGO

TD Direct Investing

ALSO 
NOMINATED

Charles Schwab

Hargreaves 
Lansdown

Interactive Investor

TD Direct Investing

Elaine Maddison from Alliance Trust Savings presents the 
award to CMC Markets' Ryan O’Doherty (centre)

Elaine Maddison (left) from Alliance Trust Savings presents 
the award to Sean Quinn (second from right) from Halifax 
Share Dealing
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BEST CFFDD PPROVVIDDEER
CMC Markets

BEST STTRRUCCTUUREEDD PRRODUUUCTTS/WWWARRRANNTTS
Societe Generale Exchange Traded Products

he readers of Shares have voted CMC 

Markets as their favourite contracts 

for difference (CFD) provider.

CMC’s technology investment 

has helped create a platform that handles 

more than one million prices a second, while 

a focus on customer service means that 

providing educational tools to help customers 

understand the risks they are taking is also a 

crucial part of the offering.

CMC Markets’ head of Europe, Matt Macklin, 

explains that at the heart of the company’s success is an 

understanding of the different elements that creates an 

excellent trading experience.

‘Our next generation trading platform with advanced 

charting and tools, native mobile apps, strong customer 

service and good value for money are all reasons why our 

clients continue to trade with us and we’re committed to 

listening to and implementing client feedback 

to improve even further,’ he says.

everaged long and short exchange-

traded products (ETPs) launched by 

Societe Generale have proved a hit 

with investors this year. They can be 

viewed as a type of structured product.

Designed for professional or sophisticated 

investors they can be bought or sold on the 

London Stock Exchange during normal market 

trading hours.

'Unlike contracts for difference (CFDs) or spread 

betting, where losses can excess the amount deposited, 

an investor using a short or leveraged ETP can never lose 

more than they invested,’ says Liam Hagan at Societe 

Generale Investment Bank.

'Short and leveraged ETPs can be used by investors 

to gain a three or five times leveraged exposure over the 

daily rise or fall in their chosen index, commodity or 

currency pair.

‘2015 has marked an exciting and innovative 

year for the SG ETP team with the desk 

launching its range of short and leveraged 

ETPs, which cover a range of equity indices, 

commodities and currency pairs.

ALSO  
NOMINATED
Barclays CFDs

City Index

IG

LCG

Saxo Capital Markets

ALSO  
NOMINATED

Bank of America/
Merrill Lynch

Investec Structured 
Products

Reyker

Richard Donegan (left) from Selftrade presents the award to 
Chris South (centre) from CMC Markets

Brenda Kelly from LCG presents the award to Fayaz Badouraly
(centre) from Societe Generale Exchange Traded Products
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BEST WWEEALLTH MAANNAGGER
Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management

BEST FUUNDD  MAANAAGGER
Schroders

anaccord Genuity Wealth 

Management secured the coveted 

Best Wealth Manager category 

seeing off  competition from a 

fi eld of strong contenders which included 

Brewin Dolphin, Killik & Co, Investec Wealth 

& Investment, St James’s Place Wealth 

Management and Barclays Wealth and 

Investment Management.

As part of a global group of companies it has 

access to a range of experts who all contribute 

to a centralised investment function.

It also provides regular investment ideas and market 

commentary through its Intelligent Investing publication.

Duncan Stratford, head of front offi  ce, says: ‘We are 

thrilled to have won the Shares Award for Best Wealth 

Manager for the second year running.

'Beating an impressive fi eld of competitors, these 

awards are really important to us as a 

company as they are voted for by the general 

public rather than a panel of judges. We 

believe this award to be a refl ection of our 

continued delivery of both superior service 

and attractive investment returns.’

n an ultra-competitive fi eld, global asset 

management giant Schroders waltzed off  

with the coveted Best Fund Manager gong.

Schroders, which manages some £300 

billion on behalf of institutional and retail 

investors across asset classes including 

equities, fi xed income, multi-asset and 

alternatives, has managed to grow its business 

during a tumultuous 2015 for the equity 

markets, a testament to the resilience of its 

diversifi ed business.

Robin Stoakley, managing director, UK 

Intermediary, says 'we are delighted to have 

been awarded Best Fund Manager at the 

Shares Awards this year.

'We are committed to providing the best service for our 

clients and the fact these awards have been voted for by 

the readers of Shares is very important to us.

'2015 has been a great year for Schroders 

with 73% of our funds outperforming their 

benchmark or peer group over a three year 

period and we are pleased that this has been 

recognised by the readers of Shares.'

ALSO 
NOMINATED

Barclays Wealth and 
Investment 

Management

Brewin Dolphin

Investec Wealth & 
Investment

Killik & Co

St James’s Place 
Wealth Management

ALSO 
NOMINATED

AXA Investment 
Managers

BlackRock

Fidelity Worldwide 
Investment

Jupiter Asset 
Management

Liontrust 

Neptune Investment 
Management

Brenda Kelly from LCG presents the award to Duncan Stratford 
(centre) from Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management

Brenda Kelly from LCG presents the award to Phillip Robotham
(centre) from Schroders
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BEST ISAAA PRROVVIDDER
Interactive Investor

 
inner of this year's prestigious 

Best ISA Provider gong is 

Interactive Investor, a firm with 

more than 20 years' experience 

in helping people invest online.

Adam Seale, chief executive at Interactive 

Investor, says: 'Our ISA allows investors to 

maximise their tax efficient investments, 

cost-effectively. We pride ourselves on offering 

extensive research options to ensure that our 

customers are able to make confident decisions 

about the right investments for them. These options 

include our unique strategic winter portfolios, investment 

filters and rated funds, as well as our active community and 

award-winning newsletters with trading ideas.

'When you add in our clear, low-cost, flat-fee pricing, 

and frequent trader, regular investment and dividend 

reinvestment options, it means that whether you are an 

active or passive investor, irrespective of what 

investment products you want to trade, we 

provide one of the most competitive platforms 

on the market.'

ALSO  
NOMINATED

Alliance Trust Savings

Hargreaves 
Lansdown

iWeb Share Dealing

rplan

Selftrade

The Share Centre

BESST SPPRREAAD BBEETTTINGG SEEERVICE
City Index

or the second year 

running City Index 

has won the highly 

competitive race to take 

the title for Best Spread Betting 

Service at the Shares Awards.

City Index, with more than 

three decades of experience in 

the spread betting industry, saw 

off stiff competition from rivals 

such as CMC Markets, Spreadex, 

LCG and IG to take the prize.

'We are thrilled to win this highly coveted award. 

We've been offering spread betting to our clients for 

more than 30 years and it is fantastic to see that in the 

eyes of  Shares readers, we're still the best,' says Duncan  

Ter Morshuizen, marketing manager at City Index's 

parent company, GAIN Capital..

Ter Morshuizen maintains that a key part of the City 

Index offering is the help offered by the broker in terms of 

education and training. Among the other services provided, 

City's social trading platform Connect helps users see what 

most popular traders are trading in real time.

ALSO  
NOMINATED
CMC Markets

ETX Capital

IG

LCG

Spread Co

Spreadex

City Index's Duncan Ter Morshuizen (centre) collects the award 
from Santander Shareholder Relations Pilar Vega de Seoane

Duncan Ter Morshuizen (left) from City Index presents the 
award to Adam Seale (centre) from Interactive Investor
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BEST CRROWWDFFUNNDDINGG PLLLATFFORMMM
Crowdcube

BEST MAAAIN MARKKEET COOMPPPANYY ACCCHIEEVEMMENNT
FDM Group PLC

ne of the biggest fi nancial 

innovations of recent years 

has been the emergence of 

crowdfunding platforms which 

are designed to bring companies seeking 

money together with individuals wanting to 

invest money.

Investors get the chance to back up-and-

coming businesses through buying equity, as 

well as potentially earn high rates of interest 

through investing in mini bonds.

Luke Lang, Crowdcube co-founder, sums up why he 

believes the majority of voters backed his business as 

winner of Best Crowdfunding Platform.

‘Crowdcube has had a phenomenal 2015 and this 

award is the latest in a string of achievements; including 

delivering our crowd with the fi rst crowdfunded exit 

following E-Car Club’s sale to Europcar, the milestone 

of raising over £100 million for great British 

businesses and amassing a crowd of over 

220,000 people.’

o be recognised as the stand-out 

company across the entire Main 

Market of the London Stock 

Exchange is quite a feat, but to have 

done so against such stiff  competition, FDM 

Group's success is a remarkable achievement.

'We are delighted to win this prestigious 

award, which is further recognition of the 

passion and enthusiasm shown by every 

member of the FDM team on a daily basis, 

and are grateful to everyone who voted,' comments chief 

executive offi  cer Rod Flavell.

While it might be argued that FDM is a recruitment 

business disguised as an IT services consultancy, what 

cannot be masked is the group's long track record for 

fantastic and consistent growth across virtually any metric 

you'd care to name.

Having returned to the public markets in June 2014 

with a £308.5 million valuation, 2015 has been 

a year of astonishing share price progress, the 

company's market cap peaking towards the end 

of October this year at £621 million.

'We are confi dent that our continued 

investment in people, training and facilities, 

across our expanding geographic base will 

enable us to continue our growth into 2016 and 

beyond,' Flavell confi dently predicts.

ALSO 
NOMINATED

Abundance 
Investment

Crowdstacker

Seedrs

SyndicateRoom

VentureFounders

ALSO 
NOMINATED

MoneySuperMarket 
Group PLC

OneSavings Bank 
PLC

Redrow PLC

The Rank Group PLC

Duncan Ter Morshuizen (left) of City index presents the 
award to James Roberts (second left) and Becca Lewis from 
Crowdcube

Mark Taylor (left) from Equiniti presents the award to Rod 
Flavell (centre) from FDM Group PLC
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BEST IPOOO/FUNDDRRAAISINNG
Auto Trader Group PLC

BEST AIIMM CCOMPAANNY AACCHIEEVEEMENNNT
Victoria PLC

lthough there was not quite 

the flood of IPOs (initial public 

offerings) in London in 2015 as 

there had been in 2014, a number 

of quality names have joined the market 

over the last 12 months and top of the pile 

according to Shares readers is online second 

hand car marketplace Auto Trader.

The 100% digital media outfit is, at the time of writing, 

up more than 60% on its 235p issue price as it continues 

to assert its dominance of this market.

Markku Koppinen, operations director at Auto 

Trader, says: ‘We are delighted to have won this award in 

recognition of our successful IPO in March. Since then, 

we have gained inclusion to the FTSE 250 and have been 

pleased with our first eight months of life as a quoted 

company as we continue to grow our audience of car 

buyers and develop products to add value to our retailers.’

eal-hungry, design-led carpets 

maker and distributor Victoria 

has richly rewarded shareholders 

this year. This follows a dramatic 

turnaround led by chairman Geoff Wilding. 

Improvement in the underlying business and 

a series of earnings-enhancing acquisitions, 

part of a strategy to grow sales and raise 

margins, have conspired to drive earnings 

forecast and a phenomenal share price performance. 

This made Victoria impossible for readers to ignore when 

voting for the winner in this hotly-contested category.

Commenting on Victoria's victory, Wilding says that 

'winning this award is a validation of the hard work 

and commitment over the past three years, turning 

Victoria PLC into the outstanding business it is today. An 

acquisition-led strategy combined with the realisation of 

operational synergies across the group has significantly 

enhanced business performance and wealth 

for all our supportive shareholders.'

ALSO  
NOMINATED
Aldermore PLC

BCA Marketplace 
PLC

Motif Bio PLC

Reneuron PLC

ALSO  
NOMINATED

AFC Energy PLC

Amino Technologies 
PLC

Powerflute PLC

Tracsis PLC

Mark Taylor (left) from Equiniti presents the award to 
Alexander Anton (centre) from Victoria PLC

Markku Koppinen (centre) from Auto Trader Group PLC 
collects the award from Mark Taylor (left) of Equiniti
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Alliance Trust Savings is one of 

the UK’s leading fi nancial services 

providers, administering over £8bn of 

assets for over 70,000 customers.

Through our award winning 

platform  we off er low cost pension 

and investment solutions, with access 

to funds, UK and overseas equities, 

whole of market investment trusts, 

exchange traded funds, gilts and fi xed 

interest securities, with low cost 

online trading. Our fl at fee approach 

means that as customers’ investments 

increase in value, our charges do not.

www.alliancetrustsavings.co.uk

City Index is a global leader in spread 

betting, CFD trading and retail FX, 

providing competitive spreads and 

margin access to thousands of markets 

worldwide across its multi award-

winning trading platforms. Formed 

in 1983 as one of the UK’s first spread 

betting providers, City Index has 

grown to become a leading provider of 

retail trading services.

Since April 2015 City Index became 

a part of GAIN Capital Holdings Inc., a 

global leader in online trading. GAIN 

Capital and its affiliated companies 

are committed to delivering 

competitive pricing, reliable trade 

execution, premium trading tools 

and comprehensive research to help 

clients succeed.

www.cityindex.co.uk

Equiniti Group Plc provides complex 

administration and payment 

services supported by leading 

technology platforms to a wide 

range of organisations, including 

approximately 70 of the companies in 

the FTSE 100. It is the UK’s leading 

provider of share registration and 

associated investor services, and 

also has market leading positions in 

administration of employee share 

plans, pensions administration and 

software, and employee benefit 

schemes.

Our Investment Services division 

provides retail share dealing, 

specialist share dealing, international 

payments and wealth custody, as well 

as settlement services on a white 

labelled or software as a service basis.

www.equiniti.com

CMC Markets is a leading global 

provider of spread betting and 

contracts for diff erence. With over 

25 years’ experience we are one of 

the industry’s established pioneers, 

consistently innovating to transform 

how our customers invest in fi nancial 

markets. Clients can trade as many 

as 10,000 products through our 

custom-built platform and native 

mobile apps, while we also provide 

a range of education resources and 

support around-the-clock. We are 

proud to have received recognition 

over the years, including the accolade 

of ‘Financial Services Provider of the 

Year’ at the 2014 Shares Awards. 

www.cmcmarkets.co.uk
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Galvan Research and Trading are 

the CFD specialists. Through a 

combination of quality research, 

experienced traders and a 

personalised service, Galvan has fi rmly 

established itself as a leader in the 

CFD advisory market. Galvan remains 

dedicated to off ering the UK’s best 

CFD advisory service.

www.galvan.co.uk

Interactive Investor is one of the 

most competitive online execution 

only investment services in the 

UK, off ering fl at-fee pricing so that 

as your investments grow, your 

expenses don’t.  Our extensive 

research range, investment fi lters 

and ready-made options, as well as 

our active community and award-

winning newsletters, fully support our 

customers’ investment decisions. Our 

trading platform provides one of the 

highest straight-through processing 

rates in the market, ensuring that 

investors can trade with certainty 

and confi dence, even in fast moving 

markets. Over 40% of our clients are 

referred by friends and family, which is 

testament to our pricing, systems and 

service.

www.iii.co.uk

Santander is an international bank with 

3.2 million shareholders worldwide, of 

which 99% are individuals. 

Santander Shareholder Relations 

aims to build medium to long term 

relationships with its 1.5 million UK 

retail shareholders. 

Benefi ts and services for UK 

shareholders: 

Santander via uk_shareholders@

santander.com 

www.santander.com/shareholders/uk    

Santander Nominee Service benefi ts 

and services:  

channels - online, helpline and post 

www.santander.com/shareholders/uk

London Capital Group is an FCA 

regulated, LSE listed company with 

almost two decades of experience in 

the market. 

Clients enjoy a diverse choice of 

products and can trade CFDs and 

spread bet on forex, indices, shares 

and commodities using the company’s 

powerful MT4 platform.

London Capital Group delivers 

tight, industry leading spreads across 

a range of markets including spreads 

from 0.6 pips on major currency 

multi-language support team, London 

Capital Group off ers clients a truly 

world class trading experience.

www.londoncapitalgroup.com 

Selftrade is one of the UK’s largest 

execution-only stockbrokers with a 

reputation for operating on the basis of 

open, transparent pricing. We provide 

our service to thousands of customers 

and help them invest and trade shares, 

funds, ETFs and other assets from a 

range of 8,000 available spanning UK 

and international markets.

Our advanced online platform 

off ers access to UK and international 

markets and means customers can 

manage day-to-day trading, tax-

effi  cient investing or investment 

planning through a wide range of 

accounts including a Shares ISA and a 

www.selftrade.co.uk

Shares is the UK’s leading investment 

Shares 

provides its readers with a wealth 

of investment information covering 

areas such as large, mid and small cap 

stocks, commodities, bonds, funds, 

forex, ETFs, ISAs and much more and 

enjoyed by 15,000 readers across print, 

web and mobile.

www.sharesmagazine.co.uk
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Fantasy Investor game iS an exciting 
investing game powered by Shares that 
simulates the real market using live 
share prices, ETFs and funds.

Practice your investing skills without 
risking a penny and have a chance to 
win cash prizes.

PLAY NOW: WWW.SHARESMAGAZINE.CO.UK/FANTASYINVESTOR

WIN UP TO £750 IN CASHEVERY MONTH




